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matter of course diagnosis enters into the consideration of individual diseases. 
The study of particular symptoms in their different and numerous diagnostic 
relations is complemental to the study of diseases with reference to their dis¬ 
tinctive characters. It is important for the student that the subject of diag¬ 
nosis be presented in both these aspects, to wit, first, taking symptoms as the 
starting point, and, second, as incidental to the consideration of diseases. Dr. 
Da Costa’s work would have been less useful if he had adopted the plan of 
taking diseases as his point of departure. To some extent, however, the latter 
plan was necessary; for example, in treating of the diagnosis of the essential 
fevers. 

A very effective method of presenting the differential points of the diagnosis 
of different diseases having features more or less in common, is to arrange the 
distinctive characters of each in parallel columns. This method Dr. Da Costa 
has to some extent adopted. If we were to offer a critical remark here, it 
would be to express a wish that this method had been more largely pursued. 

An analytical review of Dr. Da Costa’s work is not now needed. The improve¬ 
ment in the third edition alone calls for notice. The size of the volume, in 
this edition i3 increased by about one hundred and fifty pages. An exami¬ 
nation, with reference to the revision and the additions, shows that the author 
has studied carefully the medical literature of the last six years in its bearing 
on his subject. He has also added to the fruits of his own clinical experience. 
The work is fully up to the present time, as regards the application of recent 
means of diagnostic investigation by means of the thermometer, the ophthalmo¬ 
scope, the laryngoscope, and the spliygmograph. In fact, it is in no respect 
behindhand, but it represents fully our present knowledge of the subject of 
which it treats. 

In commending this work, we do not lay ourselves open to the suspicion of 
a friendly bias, for our commendation is in accordance with the verdict of the 
profession. But praising it, as we do heartily and conscientiously, we would 
not have it inferred that, were we to undertake an analysis of it, we should find 
nothing to criticize. Can a reviewer ever say of any book, however excellent 
it may be, that it affords no scope for criticism ? In looking through the volume 
we have noted several things which seem to us to be open to critical remarks. 
Were we writing a review, we should not be reluctant to play the part of the 
critic, believing that the better the book, the more it is deserving of critical 
inquiry. But the things which we have noted are of minor importance, and 
our criticism would simply involve differences of opinion with regard to which 
the author’s judgment is perhaps entitled to more weight than ours. We 
conclude, then, by saying, ns did the reviewer of the first edition of the work, 
that it is at present the best manual of medical diagnosis. A. F. 


Art. XXIX. — Transactions of American State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association. Annual Ses¬ 

sion, 1870. (Second Meeting since Reorganization.) 8vo. pp. 56. 

2. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society, 1870. 8yo. pp. 165. 

3. Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical Society. Session of 1870. 

8vo. pp. 46. 

1. The Annual Session for 1870 of the State Medical Association of South 
Carolina was held in Columbia, March 9th and 10th. 

The Session was opened by a very calm and neat address by the President, 
Dr. A. N. Talley. Its leading.theme is “ The Hindrances to the Advance¬ 
ment of Medical Knowledge,” with a brief reference to the means by which 
these obstacles are finally to be surmounted. 

The first scientific paper, which is on H Liquid Glass (Silicate of Potash) as a 
Surgical Dressing form Imovable Apparatus,” by Dr. J. T. Darby, with the 
next paper giving an account of a case of “ Sarcomatous Fibroma of Upper 
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Jaw successfully Removed,” by Dr. R. A. K inlock, and also the closing: paper 
in the volume on “llair as a Suture and Ligature,” by J. T. Darby, will be 
found fully noticed on a subsequent page (p. 510). . 

Dr. R. W. Gibbes presents a paper on •• Intra-TJtenne Injections, with the 
history of a case of secondary post-partum hemorrhage in which persulphate 
of iron was successfully employed. We doubt the propriety of all intrauterine 
injections, more especially of substances of an active or irritating nature. 
Such injections are liable to produce serious mischief. . 

Dr. S. Baruch describes an “ Improved Uterine Sponge-Tent Carrier, rhe 
instrument consists of a canula of silver, hard rubber, or tin, six and three- 
quarter inches long, and one-eighth of an inch in diameter, having at each end 
a shoulder three-eighths of an inch in diameter. A steel or iron stylet, seven 
and three-eighths inches long, passes through the canula, which it closely fits. 
The stylet is mounted at its lower end on a handle three inches long, and one- 
quarter of an inch in diameter, and projects nbo\e the canula at its upper end 
one-half to five-eighths of an inch. This projecting portion is flattened, and has a 
blunt point, to prevent rotation of the stylet within the tent, when any force is 
required to enter the cervix. The tent being mounted on the projecting point 
of the stylet, and the cervix-uteri exposed by a full-sized cylindrical speculum, 
the point of the tent affixed to the stylet is to be inserted into the os uteri, 
the canula being held between the thumb and forefinger of the left hand ; the 
stvlet is now to be rotated by the right hand, and the canula at the same time 
gently pressed upwards. "When the tent is thus passed into the required posi¬ 
tion, the canula is to be firmly held, and the stylet withdrawn about an inch, 
when the tent will be disengaged by its impinging on the upper shoulder of the 
canula. The instrument being now withdrawn, leaves the tent firmly fixed 
within the cervix. The superior advantages, we will say, using the words 
of its inventor, of the instrument described, will be appreciated by any one on 
using it once or twice. 

2. The Twentieth Annual Session of the Indiana, Slate Medical Society was 
held at Indianapolis, May 17 and 18, 1870. Its volume of Transactions opens 
by the address of the President, I)r. S. Sutton, the subject of which is “ Man s 
Power over Nature, and Medicines as Means by which he aids and controls 
the Laws of Life.” A subject of vast extent and importance, and very ably- 
discussed, so far as the limits usually allotted to an address of the character of 
the one before us would permit. 

The first paper is on the “Treatment of Puerperal Hemorrhage, by l»r. 1*. 
W. Mears. It forms a short instructive monograph of the subject discussed, 
but contains nothing new. It gave rise to a somewhat “ lengthy" discussion, 
during which some good practical remarks were elicited: a few however of 
the positions assumed by the speakers were of more doubtful authority. 

A paper on the ‘‘Utility of Ergot in Facilitating Labour,” is presented by 
Dr. E. Mendenhall. As a general rule, the use of ergot as a means for the 
facilitation of labour, is attended with very considerable danger, if not to the 
mother, at least to the child, and yet a discreet use of the remedy in cases in 
which the passage of the head is arrested or rendered tardy, simply by inertia, 
or irregular action of the uterus, has, in numerous instances, brought about a 
speedy termination of the labour, without the slightest injury to mother or 
child, either immediate or remote: nevertheless, in the majority of even the 
simplest forms of tedious labour, a timely resort to the forccns will afford, 
upon the whole, a greater security for the safety of both mother and child, 
than will a resort to ergot. . . 

The next paper is on “Physical Influence upon the Organization or otruc- 
tures," by Dr. F. J. Vorhis. A not very clear metaphysical inquiry as to 
whether vital organization is a product of physical or psychological agencies. 
It appears to us to be somewhat out of place in occupying a prominent posi¬ 
tion in the printed transactions of a medical society. . 

The two papers which follow are both on “ Reduction of the Hip-Joint Dislo¬ 
cation.” The first, related by Dr. H. V. Passage, occurred in a very powerful, 
muscular man. The dislocation upwards and backwards was of ten days’ stand- 
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in", an, \ considerable force had been employed, in vain, to effect its redaction. 
The patient was put completely under the influence of chloroform. At the end 
of twenty-five minutes manual extension was commenced, and kept up for a short 
time, until the position of the trochanter major indicated that the head of the 
femur was just behind the acetabulum. One of the assistants was now directed 
to press with his hand downwards on the crest of the ilium, the leg was ele¬ 
vated to an erect position, and lifted upwards—the patient lying horizontally— 
the head of the femur now immediately entered the acetabulum, with the 
usual noise consequent upon the reduction of dislocations of that joint. The 
paper closes with a few pertinent remarks on the form of dislocation met with 
in this cose. 

The second paper, by Dr. R. E. Hauguto.y, comprises a somewhat elaborate 
exposition of the “principles of the flexion method” of reduction, which we 
are not disposed to discuss now. 

, Dr. G. V. Woolen presents a disertation on “ Syphilis : its Pathology, and 
Treatment." The leading object of the doctor is to show the essential dif¬ 
ference between the nature of the hard, indurated, or Hunterian chancre, and 
that of the soft, non-indurated, or suppurating sore, and the results of each 
respectively; with an examination into the bearing which a recognition of such 
essential differences between the two has, more especially upon the treatment of 
the disease. Dr. W. inclines to the doctrine that the two forms of venereal 
affection arc the result of two poisons, essentially different in their nature and 
manifestations from beginning to end. 

The paper, though interesting, is confessedly merely a recapitulation of some 
of the doctrines of the modern school of syphilography, as set forth by Bas- 
scrcau in 1852, and since so ably defended by our countryman, Dr. Bumstead, 
by Henry Lee, of London, and by hosts of others less notable in medical litera¬ 
ture. 

Dr. Wilson IIobbs gives the history of a “ Case of Disease of the Skull,” 
removed by four operations. The case is one of considerable interest The 
history of it cannot, liowc>ver,.bc well condensed to a sufficient extent to enable 
it to be presented in an intelligible form within our necessarily restricted limits. 
The wood-cut illustrations arc to a certain extent necessary to a proper under¬ 
standing of the extent of the disease, and of the operation in its several stages. 

Next we have a short paper on “ Purulent Aural Catarrh," by Dr. C. E. 
M RiGpT. The term purulent catarrh is objectionable, when applied to the 
chronic inflammations of the mucous membrane of the middle car, attended 
with purulent discharge, inasmuch as the term is derived from an old and repu¬ 
diated pathology. The affection indicated is one of frequent occurrence as a 
sequela of scarlatina, smallpox, measles, diphtheria, typhus and typhoid fevers; 
in children of a scrofulous habit, it is often the effect of cold. When over¬ 
looked or mismanaged in its first stage, it is liable to lead to very serious 
results. The paper or Dr. W. furnishes a very good outline of the pathology 
and therapeutics of the disease as taught by modern aurists, but we do not 
find that it contains anything new. 

The remaining papers of the volume are an apology from the committee 
appointed to report on the pathognomonic signs of nephritis. Through Dr. 
•L A. Comingor, the committee present no report, being acquainted with no¬ 
thing in reference to the subject that is not contained in tue ordinary text¬ 
books on diseases of the kidneys. 

The "Report on the Board of Public Charities,” by Dr. J. R. Wrist, has 
chiefly a local interest; while the paper on the “ Medical Rank in the United 
States Navy,” by Dr. V. Kersf.y, merely reiterates the sentiments that have 
been uttered by every medical organization throughout the entire Union before 
which the question has come up for discussion. 

3. The First Annual Meeting of the Minnesota State Medical Society, since 
its organization in 1809, was held at St. Paul, February 1,1870. The opening 
“Address by the President,” Dr. S. Willey, contains much useful advice, espe¬ 
cially in respect to a few leading subjects, in the determination to carry out 
which, either individually or by organized efforts, the best interests of every 
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member of the profession will be best secured, and the good, not merely of a 
remote isolated neighbourhood promoted, but that of the entire family of man, 
not at the present day only, but for all time to come. 

We find from the minutes of this annual session that I»r. Richardson, 
from a committee appointed at the June meeting to examine into the “Origin, 
Cause, and Treatment of Typhoid Fever,” submitted a report; that Dr. Mat- 
tocks read, on behalf or Dr. 1’. H. Milltgax, the history of an “ Interesting 
Case of Intra-uterine Hydrocephalus, complicated with Spina Bifida; that 
Dr A. B. Stuart read an interesting account of the “Extraction of a Fibro¬ 
cartilaginous Tumour from the Knee-Joint,” the tumour, attached to the ante¬ 
rior crucial ligament, was removed by direct incision, and the patient recovered 
with perfect use of the joint; Dr. Blood also read a paper stating the reasons 
whv he preferred amputation at the knee-joint to amputation at the lower third 
of the thi"h; Dr. Hewitt likewise read, by previous appointment, an essay upon 
the “ Relations which the Profession sustains to the Public, and the Duties 
which these Relations Imposenotwithstanding, with the exception or one, 
these reports and papers were referred to a “ committee on publication, they 
have not been inserted in the volume of “Transactions” before us. 

Prizes of fiftv dollars each were awarded to two essays, one on ‘ Epidemics 
and Endemics o'f Minnesota,” and the other on “ Ccrebro-Spinal Meningitis. 
They were both, it was found, by the same author, Dr. W. \\. Sweney. who 
modestly declined to receive the two prizes awarded but desired that the 
award of one hundred dollars, be placed in the hands of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, as a “ Prize Fund,” for the ensuing year. D. J:. C. 


Art. XXX .—Recent Surgical Pamphlets. 

1. Sarcomatous Fibroma of Upper Jaw [Epulis?) successfully operated upon. 

By R A. Kixlocii, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the Medical College 
of the State of South Carolina, Charleston, S. C. Read before the South 
Carolina Medical Association, at the Annual Session, 1870. 8vo. pp. i. 
(With three illustrations.) . , _ . , T ,, 

2. Liquid Glass (Silicate of Potash) as a Surgical Dressing for Immovable 

Apparatus, and Hair as a Suture and Ligature. By J.T. Darby, M.D., 
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in the University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, S. C. Delivered before the South Carolina Medical Associa¬ 
tion, at the Annual Session, 1870. 8vo. pp. 24. 

3. On Amputation through the Knee-joint. By W illiam MacCormac, M.A., 

M. D., M. R. I. A., President of the Ulster Medical Society, Surgeon to 
the Belfast General Hospital, etc. etc. (Reprinted from the Lublin 
Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, May, 1870.) 8vo. pp. 2-. (W ith 
a photograph.) 


1. PROF.KixLocn’s case i3 one of very great interest. The patient, a Degress 
arred 25, suffered from an enormous tumour which occupied the front and right 
side of the face, filling the buccal cavity, and projecting through the aperture of 
the lips, which it greatly distended. The lower teeth were completely hidden 
bv the growth, which forced the chin down towards the sternum, while by its 
encroachments in other directions it had flattened and displaced the nose, and 
had almost closed the right eye. There was, moreover, a lachrymal fistula, and 
the patient, who had of course lost the power of chewing, could scarcely articu¬ 
late, and breathed with difficulty; salivation existed, with much fetor. The 
projecting part of the tumour (in which were imbedded two teeth) was pink, 
shining, firm and elastic, without any ulceration; the semi-circumference of the 
growth, which had originated only eleven months previously, was no less than 
twelve and a quarter inches. . . . . 

The tumour was removed, together with the right upper jaw, by two incisions, 
one running through the centre of the nose and lip, and the other passing from 



